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one seldom seen in, purely mountain-glaciers, is its tongue, which ends abruptly at the river-bank, like that of a polar glacier extending to tide-water, in a perpendicular ice-precipice about 600 feet long and 200 high. Its successive layers, as they separate themselves, break off along cleavages transverse to its axis corresponding to closed crevasses, and fall in miniature icebergs into the current, by which they are carried away and strewn along the river-banks below. The river washes the base of the whole front of the tongue, apparently cutting under its lower edge somewhat; but the depth to which it can undermine the ice must be slight, as the latter does not project appreciably into the river, but breaks off at the edge of the bank. Here a river not many feet in depth is seen to produce the same effect upon a massive glacial tongue as is produced by the deeper waters of the polar oceans upon the glacial tongues that push into them.
West of the tongue, and separated from it by a considerable interval, a giant lateral moraine, estimated to be over 200 feet high, and towering above it by more than 100 feet, extends entirely across the valley, and similarly a shorter lateral moraine